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Boys Don’t Cry ?‘\

Why are we publishing a Transgender issue?

We were supposed to publish this issue two years ago, but at that time our inspiration for this
issue, and a dear friend died, leaving us forever, and the topic was shelved indefinitely in the
turmoil that followed.

More recently | met a man who was going to have the op, but who said that he was undergoing
this serious and life-changing operation in order to be a lesbian. | must admit to being a bit
confused by this, but also, as a journalist it intrigued me. So | decided that perhaps now would
be a good time to kick-start the Transgender issue again, something of definite interest to me
and, | hope, to my readers.

While | was researching the content for this issue, | stopped one day at a newsagent near my
flat. Aheadline in the South China Morning Post caught my eye that read “Transsexual Police”
- telling the story of a transsexual member of our police force, a public servant, who was
subjected to humiliating and degrading institutional prejudice, who was frequently sent out on
solitary missions, or missions where there was little or no interaction with the public, and was
forced to sit apart from colleagues. Female colleagues were even given counseling on how to
“deal” with her.

Coverage of TV/TS people in our press is overwhelmingly negative, with drugs, prostitution
and suicide featuring prominently. | am hoping that with this issue we can encourage more
tolerance and understanding towards a strongly marginalized group in our society, and that
this mindless persecution from uneducated, unintelligent and unenlightened people can become
a thing of the past.

This issue is dedicated a dear friend, the forever beautiful Sasha: we miss you.
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Questions by The Purple One, Michael Hung and Joachim/Photography by Jonathan Wong

Lennie, a former social worker and currently self-employed is currently transitioning from
male to female, although you wouldn't know it to look at her. Lennie has been through
almost every discrimination possible, yet remains positive and hopeful for the future.
She was keen to do this interview in order to educate people about transgender issues,
and to let young people, who may be going through what she went through, know that
help is available, and they need not suffer in silence.

DS: How old were you when you realized that you were “trapped in the wrong body?”
L: | always knew something was different ever since | was really young. I've always loved being
around girls in the sense that | think | am one of them. I've loved doing everything that a little girl
would want to do, like play pretend cooking, or trying out my mum's make up.

DS: How do you know you're not just gay?

L: Once | reached a certain point in my life, | was able to identify my own female identity in a
mature and rational way. | have experienced gay life before, I've been out in gay venues and
had gay friends, and | knew that | was different from them.

DS: Does your family know about your identity?
L: | was never close to my family but | told them that | liked guys when | first started working and
my family seemed fine with it. They don't know that I'm currently transitioning.

DS: What about relationships?
L: For some reason | seem to always attract men that are married and who have children.
These men are usually what | would consider as Bi, not gay.

DS: How do they cope with your status?

L: They can't, and they often would leave me because | act very much like their wives and less
like a “boyfriend”. It makes them uncomfortable because they're really out there looking to
satisfy their needs with a boy or a man. I'm high maintenance!

DS: What were you like growing up? Was it difficult?

L: | considered myself a “tomboy” when | was growing up. | had short hair and because | had an
older brother, | never really got an opportunity to play dress up. Instead, | would do things with
him like playing football, though | wasn't too fond of it.

DS: In recent years, there have been many cases of depressed transgender people
committing suicide, have you ever reach an all time low?

L: | have definitely experienced an all time low in my life when | thought committing suicide was
the only way to deal with my problems. It was a time when | had lost my job, | had no family
support, my relationships weren't working, the sex clinic in Hong Kong closed down, | just didn't
know what the next step in life was. It was really difficult. But | met a friend who has helped me
climb back up and | know now that to be able to accept myself, my next step is to go through a
sex change.

DS: What's the procedure for having sexual reassignment surgery in Hong Kong?

L: There's a lot of tests that needs to be done before one can go through a sex change. These
tests are internationally recognized. They need to check whether there are any problems with
your DNA, heart tests must be undergone because if a person has heart problem, a sex change
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operation would not be granted. After a lot of tests, there's a period of extensive therapy lasting
around 2-3 years, which includes a two year period where you're encouraged to live as a woman
24(7.

DS: Which stage of transition are you at right now?
L: 1 am at the last stage before going into surgery which will take place next year.

DS: Do you think Hong Kong is a good place for transgender people to live?

L: Hong Kong has very limited resources and information about transgender issues. There are
definitely not enough trained and experienced counsellors to help people like us. A hotline was
started last year and a website was launched (hkedfamily.com) but other than that, Hong Kong
still has a long way to go in terms of equality for gender minorities.

DS: Would you consider having a sex change operation elsewhere like Thailand?

L: Yes, of course, because having sex change operation in Thailand is so common and surgeons
there don't look at you as if you're sick or mentally ll. Doctors in Hong Kong, in fact Hong Kong
people in general treats transgender people like they are patients, or freaks, like they have
some kind of illness while in Thailand, its more just like getting plastic surgery done on your
body. The whole atmosphere is much more accepting. But of course, it's expensive doing it
there.

DS: How much does it cost?
L: In public hospitals in Hong Kong it's around HK$10,000, but private doctors would cost over
HK$100,000. This is still a lot cheaper than female to male gender reassignment surgery.

DS: Are you excited about your operation?
L: | am calm and happy. Not overly excited or overly worried. Just taking it as it is.

DS: What about your future, do you plan on having a family?
L: My partner and | will marry in 2007. | do want children but we'll have to wait and see.
| would love to have a family.
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Joanne works in advertising industry and was born in Hong Kong. She is also currently
transitioning from male to female. However, once her transition is complete she will be a
lesbian. Indeed, she stood up and declared this during the IDAHO march last month,
from where you may remember her. Aware that this is a rare form of gender dysphoria,
and one likely to confuse people, Joanne was keen to do this interview in order to stress
the importance of social and self acceptance, and to help people become more aware of
marginalized groups in Hong Kong.

DS: How do people know whether they have gender dysphoria?
J: There is a test done that can determine whether you have gender dysphoria. But the testis
not 100% accurate. The test is just a bunch of questions and is mostly based on probabilities.

DS: At what age did you realized you are really a female trapped in a male's body?

J: As early as the age of six. | have always wanted to be a girl. | always dreamt of what it would
be like to be a girl for a day, that one day | would wake up and would be a girl. | often wore
female clothing when | was young and | was always closer to girls as a child.

DS: Have you sought professional help?

J: | started to see a counselor around 3 years ago and it helped me a lot in my daily life. | have
also sought help from psychologist and from the church which wasn't as helpful to me. Now | am
receiving medical assistance from a government hospital, which includes sessions with a
psychiatrist and am waiting to see whether or not | have been considered a suitable candidate
for SRS (Sexual Reassignment Surgery).

DS: Can you tell us a little bit about your treatment? What does it entail and how did you
go about beginning it?

J: The initial consultations basically consisted of answering lots of questions from health care
professionals as to why | felt | needed SRS, and them giving me a lot of information as to what
my life would be like as a woman.

DS: Will hormone treatments enable you to fully grow breasts, or do you think you'll have
implants as well?

J: The hormone treatments | am taking only cause a slight swelling in that area, meaning that
with hormones alone | will probably never be bigger than an A cup. Its different for different
people, depending on their age and body type. These hormones will also subtly change my
body shape, making me appear more female. But to answer your question, if | wanted huge
breasts, | would need implants!

DS: How do you feel about the fact that you will not be able to have children after your
surgery? Have you considered making a sperm deposit so you could theoretically
impregnate your girlfriend later on?

J: Actually I would love to give birth myself one day, but that is an impassibility. | haven't considered
depositing sperm, but maybe | will think about it now. If | ever found a woman willing to carry my
child, | would feel incredibly blessed.

DS: How has the church treated you, considering your gender dysphoria?

J: Most of them have treated me very nicely and have shown concern, acceptance and suppart.
| am having counseling from the pastor and he is trying to help me develop an open approach.
One group leader even expressed that she didn't have any objections to Sexual Reassignment
Surgery as the Bible never mentioned sex change as immoral.

DS: You stood up at Idaho and told people that you're a lesbian. Can you clarify exactly
what you meant?




| am attracted to women. | find them attractive. But with gender dysphoria, | am a woman that
is trapped in a man's body. Love isn't about genitalia, as a woman | feel I can love women in a
different way to that of a man, and this is the way that feels natural to me.

DS: What about your job? How do you go about being a man in your job?

Ji: My job is in creative field that allows me a lot of freedom in terms of how | dress and my
personal style. | have been under a lot of pressure to hide my disorder in my job. Yet I've tried to
accept myself and be relaxed, following advice from my counselor. Now | found it is not as bad
as | thought it would be.

DS: Have you had problems in your work place? Have you ever been or felt discriminated
against?

J: Yes. Some of my colleagues have throw in jokes here and there. The typical *Brokeback
Mountain” comments are often heard. Yet it's less and less now because | am always civil in
return and | don't provoke.

DS: Do you have a group of lesbian friends?
J: | do have a group of lesbian friends that | hang around with. | was firstly afraid that | wouldn't
fitin with them, but | have done surprisingly well so far.

DS: Are the women you find attractive generally gay or straight?
J: | am attracted to all sorts of different women. | rarely see women in terms of their sexual
orientation.

DS: What about your family? Have you told any members of your family?
J: My father has passed away a few years ago and | never had the opportunity to talk to him. | am
still looking for the right time to tell my mother as | really want her to understand the real me.

DS: So have you decided on a sex change?
Ji Yes, And | have found that over the past two years my emotions are much more stable now
that | have fewer male and more female hormones in my body.

DS: What do you think about the resources for the transgender community in Hong Kong?
J: It's almost non-existent. Basically the government hospital provides only assessment and
counseling before the surgery. They are not trying to understand the situation of each patient
and to give appropriate assistance for each case.

DS: Has your treatment been expensive? Is it in any way subsidized by the Hong Kong
health authorities?

J: Luckily the government subsidizes most of the surgery expense here in Hong Kong, ensuring
that everybody who needs the surgery should be able o afford it.

DS: You seem quite religious, has that helped you?

J: Other than my gender issues, | have suffered through relationship problems, professional
problems and financial problems, and my faith has really helped me get through all of them, and
it continues to help me today as | go through my transition.

DS: Is surgery really the only solution?

J: | have tried many methods but nothing seemed to work. Having surgery for me meant that |
was finally accepting myself and facing reality. But even after making this monumental decision,
it was never easy. My first doctor told me that this surgery was impossible to get in Hong Kong,
but fortunately | got a second opinion and the doctor I've changed to has dealt with this issue
before. Early next year, | will be seeing a psychiatrist before doing a two year period of living as

a woman, which is a prerequisite before the surgery.

DS: Have you done that before, going out as a woman?

J: | did last weekend. | changed into female clothes. | wore a dress after work one day to see
what people on the streets would think. | went from Causeway Bay to Mongkok and | was
comfortable because at first I thought people were staring but then | realized that people were
staring because | was tall with my heels and not because they thought I look like a man in drag.

DS: Do you think traditional Chinese views of gender and sexuality are changing?

J: Yes, in my experience over the past three years people have generally been much more open-
minded and interested in understanding differences in gender and sexuality, rather than judging,
which | feel is very encouraging.
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Text : The Purple One and Michael Hung FEATURE STORY

Gender Concerns was established in 2005. It is a registered
organization founded by a group of people who are keen provide
assistance and guidance to people in Asia going through gender
issues after they discovered that there are just not enough resources
in Hong Kong catering to these peoples specific needs.

Members who work in the organization includes members like Lennie,
(see page 14) and people who specialize in gender studies,
psychology, and social studies, keen to put their expertise and
knowledge in this area to good use.

People who are already using this service range from individuals
who are dealing with family problems due to their gender ambiguity
to straight married men with cross dressing tendencies.

To learn more about the one of a kind group in Hong Kong, please
log onto the gender concemn blog site at http://hk.myblog.yahoo.com/
genderconcerns/ or alternatively people can write to
genderconcerns@yahoo.com.hk. The hotline is open from 8pm-
11pm every Tuesday and Thursday. The number is 2612-4230.
Discretion and confidentiality are assured.
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If you could be any celebrity
of the opposite gender, who
would you be and why?
INRIRATEA S NEAE
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Mathias Tessem as Anne Heche

| first fell for Anne when | saw her in Donnie Brasco, where | was struck by her luminosity and
energy as an actress, plus by her ravishing good looks.

| consider her to be an excellent role model for young people, indeed she single-handedly changed
my mind about fluid sexuality after her affairs with both Vince Vaughn and Ellen DeGeneres.
Like many young people she was just trying to discover who she was, and the only reason she
got a negative response was because she was doing her unorthodox growing up in public, and
| feel | would have made the same choices she did

It would be very interesting to be a woman, the chemical and hormonal changes a woman goes
through in life are very different to anything a man experiences, and the mother/child bond must
be amazing to go through. On the other hand, menstruation must totally suck.
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Vicci Ho as Tadanobu Asano
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If | was to be a male celebrity, | would be Tadanobu Asano. He's recognised as the greatest
Japanese actor of his generation. He has played psychopathic killers, samurai heroes, a
quiet bookshop owner and a hopeless assassin to name a few, and whatever role he takes
on, he can make it utterly believable and sympathetic.

e

Not to mention, he is sexy as hell, loved by women and men alike. He cozes cool without
breaking a sweat, he looks good in anything he wears, and shows a sense of intelligence in
a pose, a smile, or a cold stare. He's the coolest guy in Japan and everyone who has seen
him is inclined to agree. Now he's playing Genghis Khan, what can't he do?

Vicei Ho : ZEMEHLE ...
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Candice Moore as Al Pacino

I would be Al Pacino as he's a talented, sexy little
dynamo who is the man I've always wanted to be! He
is both tough and tender and wears his heart and life
experiences on his sleeve. He lives and breathes
charisma and exudes a certain rough charm but | also
think his expressive exterior hides a more quiet and
introspective self. He is a potent performer who
dominates each scene he plays and is certainly one
of the best actors on the screen or stage. He said:
"Man is a little better than his reputation and a little bit
worse," | think this aptly sums up the macho,
misunderstood male psyche. He also looks and sounds
like he just rolled out of bed, leaving a gasping, satisfied
woman behind... Now that's who | would like to be!
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Julia Stuart as Jake Gyllenhall

If I could be any male celebrity, | would be Jake Gyllenhaal. Firstly because he knows how to cook, and
I really like eating. Secondly because he seems pretty smart and good at what he does, and will get
offered loads of good roles after Brokeback Mountain, so | can choose his next career move.

And yes | WOULD do the Playgirl Centrefold.

And lastly, because he is a good looking (but not TOO good looking) guy who would always get the girl.
He also has a cool sister and media-friendly family to talk shop with. Final thought, | would start writing
as him. (Would | have his memories or mine?)
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Jayson Chan as Ellen Degeneres

Ifl were to be a member of the opposite sex, I'd choose Ellen DeGeneres.
Why? Look at the facts: She's smart. She's funny. She's a sharp dresser.
She's beloved by millions. The religious right celebrated when her sitcom
Ellen went off the air, but now she is winning Emmy after Emmy for her
daytime talk show, The Ellen DeGeneres Show.

Not to mention, she still gets to snog hot women. So my life wouldn't
change much for the worse, would it? By the way, does anyone have
the name of her tailor? Because | could use some of her sharp blazers.
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TOP TEN TRANSGENDER
MOVIE PERFORMANCES
TREHERAE

Many actors, particularly those who are successful and well known, will shy away from
playing controversial or niched roles, preferring to stick with winning formulas that will
guarantee hits, revenue and popularity. In this month's top ten | want to honour the
actors who have had the courage to play gay, or the opposite gender, and not in an
utterly farcical way.
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Hilary Swank in Boys Don't Cry (Kimberly Peirce, 1999, USA)

Swank won an Oscar for her haunting portrayal of Brandon Teena, a
Midwestern transgendered teenager who was born Teena Brandon, and
who was ultimately gang raped and brutally murdered in the early 90's.
People who say that Swank is a mediocre actor, and that she won the
role, and the Oscar due to her innate androgyny alone, need only check
out her equally moving and utterly human performance in Million Dollar
Baby to understand her incredibly versatility and bravura.
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Guy Pearce in The Adventures Of Priscilla, Queen Of The Desert
(Stephan Elliot, 1994, Australia)

Pearce simply must be in this top ten. | have never seen such utter
versatility in an actor - from the butch cop in LA Confidential, to the cute
preppy mechanic in Neighbours, to the most OTT and hilarious of the
Priscilla queens. From the way he swishes his hips, to his word-perfect
lip-synched rendition of Mamma Mia, his flawless delivery of the ultimate
one-liners (which | still regularly hear on the scene); Guy Pearce is one
to remember. Can you believe he is actually straight?
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Tony Curtis in Some Like It Hot

(Billy Wilder, 1959, USA)

This performance is significant because it introduced an entirely new
niche in the comedy film market. That of people impersonating the opposite
gender (or sometimes a different race) and getting into sticky situations
because for some reason or another, their real identity cannot be revealed
(see White Chicks, Nuns On The Run, Just One Of The Guys, Sister
Act). Tony Curtis stands out in this category as he gave his character
“Josephine” depth, humanity and respect, which the majority of actors
following in these particular footsteps have failed to do so.
BFMAOREEFG
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Felicity Huffman in Transamerica

(Duncan Tucker, 2005, USA)

Huffman was utterly robbed of an Oscar this year, her portrayal of Stanley/
Bree in last years Transamerica was one of the most understated, subtle,
interesting, convincing and hilarious film performances since sound was
introduced to the medium. The fact that she doesn't have a golden man
on her dresser now and that Reese Witherspoon now does is consummate
proof that the Academy Awards are the ultimate popularity contest. She




was robbed!
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Linda Hunt in The Year Of Living Dangerously

(Peter Weir, 1982, UK/Indonesia)

There was no reason whatsoever why the role of Billy Kwan, a
photographer and philanthropist, ostracised and rejected by Indonesian
society due to a disability should have been played by a middle-aged
Caucasian woman, but in this case it worked brilliantly, with Linda Hunt
nailing the role, saving the film and winning the Oscar.
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Stephen Dorff in | Shot Andy Warhol

(Mary Harron, 1996, USA)

This ambitious film was really all over the place. While there were moments
of sheer brilliance and insight into the Warhol era, and not to mention
many hilarious interpretations of characters who practically invented
modern pop culture, nobody shone as bright as Dorff, the ultimate Marlboro
man playing the ultimate drag queen Candy Darling. He deserves a spot
in our top ten for sheer backbone and vision. And who knew how good
his legs were before this?
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Jaye Davidson in The Crying Game

(Neil Jordan, 1992, Ireland/UK)

When you look back at Neil Jordan's 1992 classic for a second time,
there are definitely clues to the androgyny and ambiguity, in terms of
gender, of the enigmatic and glamorous Dil, but | don't think anybody
watching the film for the first time, without warning, will forget the utter
shock of that scene. For portraying female so utterly convincingly, so
much so that even gay and trangenedered people didn't twig before the
revelation, Jaye Davidson is assured a very permanent spot in this top
ten.
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Antonia San Juan in Todo Sobre Mi Madre (All About My Mother)
(Pedro Almodovar, 1999, Spain)

Almodovar’s films are incredibly consistent in their over-representation
of sexual minorities, and Todo Sobre Mi Madre, his best, introduces us to
Agrado, a transsexual hooker with a heart of gold. Best mates with our
protagonist Manuela and the creator of some of the most icy, funny one-
liners ever committed to film, Agrado will forever be remembered for an
impromptu telling of his life story on stage when the planned production
of A Streetcar Named Desire couldn't go ahead, beginning with the
immortal line *You are more authentic the more you resemble what you
5 3 have dreamed of being”. Indeed.
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| Asanee Suwan in Beautiful Boxer

(Ekachai Uekrongtham, 2003, Thailand)

This film has been included in the top ten as, along with Transamerica, it
very truthfully and powerfully explores the conflict and determination
inherent in being transsexual. Our protagonist, Parinya, has been wearing
makeup and dressing like a woman since childhood, and her only way of
raising the cash required for the operation is to compete, and win, as a
male Muay Thai boxer, one of the most brutal, but artistic martial arts that
exists. Suwan plays the role with elegance, grace, determination and
strength, is utterly convincing, and very respectful.
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Johnny Depp in Before Night Falls

(Julian Schnabel, 2000)

If there was ever proof needed of the sheer versatility of Mr. Depp's
abilities, or the huge range of characters he is capable of playing, then
you could do a lot worse than check out Before Night Falis. This film tells
the true story of Cuban writer Reinaldo Arenas, and his persecution at
the hands of the Castro government, both for his writing and his
homosexuality. Depp plays Bon Bon, a drag queen that Reinaldo meets
in prison, and he inhabits the role brilliantly, fully relishing the prospect of
make-up, heels and high camp, especially in contrast to that of his other
role in the film, as Lt. Victor, the prison overseer.
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Pet Shop Boys - Fundamental

Pet Shop Boys for the second time in twenty years have
released, mid-decade, an album that will be remembered
in years to come as helping to define this decade we
currently live in. A triumphant reunion with producer Trevor
| Horn sees PSB release their best album since 1896's
Please, which also captured the essence of the decade
in which it was released. The music here is really
restrained until the very last track, probably the world's
first disco protest song about the introduction of ID cards

|| inthe UK and it's so brilliantly upbeat and fun it's hard to

| imagine Neil Tenant being pissed about anything, though
pissed he obviously is with Tony Blair as several songs
reference him; single I'm With Stupid about his dumb friend
George W. Bush, the clever Twentieth Century about Iraq
and Indefinite Leave To Remain about right of abode.
Fundamental's music is great modern electro from opener
Psychological which appropriately sets the tone for the
whole album and even though this is being hailed as PSB's
political album it is anything but dire, it's quirky beats and
| smooth production make it the best release so far in 2006
| and it's great to see this polished release from two of the
UK's most accomplished entertainers doing so well on
the Hong Kong charts. Deservedly so.

|| 58 Pet Shop Boys 1205 % « E-RBT—RAES
1 BEEEOFERER  UERSHRERSFHARK B
PSBYE1986F iR 5 — iR ABk[Please & » BERENR
Trevor Horn &1F + BHB0FMMAIT FRIEH  HES
ABHE - ERARMNE-BBHERRH  RELHELL
BELL  MAKESI ASAE - ERAREREEEN
R - REIBEE A BB Neil Tenant » 5LHE -

HMEFE BE Tony Blair &5 — % - FIUBRHELEHE
| B o Bdi'm With Stupid | #RET ZRMAE
George W. Bush #20tt@MRFERRAERAE -

[Indefinite Leave To Remain RIBRESEM -

[Fundamental [N EHEREEANBTEE - KBREL
[Psychological |{EBN + tAMEL 5 95| HEERTRATEF =

YREEARNIAR POB WECAKE - BHETEMN -

EEAESSNERNRSOREET R A2006F £ A
ALNBES2E  FRFRBEERHABARURE
EFE ) FRORENEREEERNRTERLEE - B
REFEML -

Paul Oakenfold - A Lively Mind

As much a glam rock pop album as a real dance album A
Lively Mindiis the cool new release from one of the hottest
DJs around. New single Faster Kill Pussycat glams it up
to brilliantly to open the album which sees Oakenfold in a
rocky state of mind though various influences are here.
Sex 'n' Money with Pharrell Williams sounds like Mylo.
Amsterdam sees the trance factor turned up on the one
of the album highlights. The Way | Feel sees the tempo
dip mid CD with a heartfelt song featuring one of three
Ryan Tedder songs. The first Switch On goes techno on
us and the last one Not Over sheer pounding hard house.
Plenty of progressive beats are in this release such as
Praise The Lord featuring the Grandfather of hip Hop
Grandmaster Flash. There's lots of good music in A Lively
Mind and enough different styles that it should appeal to
a wide spectrum of dance and pop music fans.
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Nelly Furtado - Loose
The second best CD of 2006 is from Nelly Furtado. This
funky Canadian songstress of Portuguese origins is

| currently number 1 in the UK charts with new single

Maneater which should tell you how well Loose is being
received from the record buying public. Loose is easily
Furtado's best work to date. She has what few North
American women have, a real sound of the street.
Promiscuous feat Timbaland (the funky dude cropping up
on all sorts of people's CD lately) captures the street with
rich harmonies and catchy breaks. Glow takes the
harmonising to its peak. One of my favourites is Say It
Right, tender and intoxicating. Nelly Furtado is no longer
the new talent amazed at her own rise to the top of the
music tree, here she is the mature entertainer doing what
she does and doing it really well. Loose is an apt name,
the CD carries the listener along like a babbling brook
carries a fallen leaf, ebbing, ducking and playfully making
its way along. A great example of this comes near the
conclusion of the CD in Somebody To Love. Simple and
funky, the piano and Nelly's vocals will have your head
nodding and your toes tapping with the greatest of ease.
Loose cements Furtado's place as one of the best singers
around today and is destined for many CD collections this
summer.
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Transamerica was one of the great surprises of last year. Shot on & tiny budget (so tiny, that
while on the road several cast and crew members sleptin their cars, and Felicity Huffman had
to buy her prosthetic penis herself), Duncan Tucker's film tells the story of Bree (Felicity Huffman
« Desperate Housewives). a pre-operative male-to-female transsexual on the eve of her final
sexual reassignment surgery.

For years she has been holding down two jobs and saving every penny for the expensive
operation that will finally allow her to live as she feels she always should have been living.
However, a phone call from a police officer in New York informing her that a son she had (and
never knew about) from a solitary heterosexual college experience has been arrested and needs
bail,

Transamerica tells the tale of how, after being psychologically blackmailed by her psychiatrist
she travels to New York, and then on the advice of her son Toby, buys a car instead of a plane
ticket and offers him a lift back to Los Angeles.

Of course, Toby (Kevin Zegers - Dawn Of The Dead) has no idea that biologically Bree is still
male, much less his father, rather he assumes that she is some breed of Christian missionary,
and Bree is thrilled to continue letting him think that.

As the two unlikely travel companions are mugged, break down and are wooed by locals Priscilla-
style, a relationship develops and Bree realises that much is wrong with Toby. She devises a
little plan to reunite him with his stepfather, a plan that backfires horribly when the true extent of
Toby's childhood misery is revealed.

As you may well know, Huffman was Oscar nominated for her role, and really should have won.
It also boasts stellar performances by Finnoula Flanagan (The Others) as Bree's perfectionist,
proper, loving, controlling mother, Burt Young { The Sopranos) as her easy-going father, and
Elizabeth Pena (CSJ: Miami) as Bree's horribly self-involved and patronising therapist, and a
song contribution from Dolly Parton.

This film admirably deals with issues like transsexuality, drugs and incest and inter-racial
relationships In an honest, perceptive and humorous way, with the action never getting too
heavy, and the characters remaining sympathetic. It is also incredibly human how the characters,
particularly Toby, learn to grow from thelr interactions with each other.
Transamerica is now available to buy on DVD, with a frankly terrifying hologram
on the front cover. Kam & Ronson Enterprise Co, Ltd. has five coples
to give away. To be in with a chance of winning, please
email your name and address to
hotgossip@dimsum-hk.com with
TRANSAMERICA in the subject line.
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Text : Joachim (English),

Never Let Me Go By Kazuo Ishiguro

Kazuo Ishiguro, a British novelist of Japanese origin is the world renowned author of several
highly regarded and bestselling novels, including The Remains Of The Day (winner of the booker
prize in 1989), The Unconsoled and When We Were Orphans. His sixth novel, Never Let Me Go
has recently been published in paperback in Hong Kong, and was named runner up at the
booker prize awards last year.

The novel is divided in three parts, chronicling the three phases of the lives of its three main
characters: Kathy, Tommy and Ruth.

The first part is set in Halisham, a boarding school where the characters are reared and educated.
The teachers mysteriously encourage the students to produce various forms of art. The best
works are chosen by a woman known only as Madame and are said to be collected in a gallery.
In Hailsham the friendship between Kathy, Tommy, and Ruth starts. Kathy is the first person
narrator of the story; she is a rather shy girl with some romantic dreams of becoming a mother
when she grows up, even if she already knows this to be impossible. Tommy is an isolated boy
who has difficulty in relating fo others and is often the target of bullies. Ruth is an extroverted girl
with strong opinions.

It is around this point that it becomes clear that this novel is not taking place in the Earth we all
know, rather a sinister, dystopic, theoretical parallel universe where the more fortunate human
beings are cloned, so their internal organs can be harvested if need be.

This novel works beautifully on multiple levels, giving it a quality that kept me thinking about its
plot, characters and themes long after | finished its final page.

While comparisons with George Orwell, Aldous Huxley and Margaret Atwood are inevitable (as
well as the forgettable Ewan McGregor/Scarlet Johansson vehicle The Island), Never Let Me
Gois more subtle than either of them, in that the oppressor is not specifically depicted and there
is no one person or group that is in obvious conflict with Ishiguro's main characters. There is
nothing overt that keeps them in their places, whether that place is at school when they are
children, or at "recovery centres" while their internal organs are being systematically plucked
out. You may well ask yourself why on Earth these characters are being so passive, and just
accepting their simply horrific fate to occur.

And that brings me to the next, deeper level, of the novel, which is about the nature of humanity.
All of this novel's characters seem to meekly accept their fates, even Tommy, who has a temper
and often throws fits of rage when frustrated. They are also hyper-sensitive to one another,
reading motivations and emotions into each small gesture and remark, as though every utterance
and movement each one makes is deliberate, premeditated and loaded with significance.

p.a32 This book can be viewed as commentary on the ultimate consequences of passivity in the face
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of societal oppression and inequity, as well as on the dangerous allure of accepting routines and
duties that serve to maintain an unjust status quo, or simply as a good old fashioned thriller. It's
your choice, however, | would recommend you read this book and make the choice for yourself.
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Chatham Road, Tsim Sha Tsui
R FREST- 105 AR R
h 218288

Tel: 2367 1198

Dizzy

5B, Michealson House, 38-40 Sai
Yeung Choi Street, Mong Kok
A7 #3040 M A A K
MSHBE

Tel: 2332 8824

Restaurant &

Delici

No. BM10 & 11, B t,
Silvercord, 30 Canton Road,
Tsim Sha Tsui

RIDIE M3 0 WP
BM10-113£5

Tel: 2736 1303

Shop 39, 4/F, Rise Commercial
Centre, 5-11 Granville Circuit,
Tsim Sha Tsui

& p0OR WS- 11 SRR B R K
MaosiE

Tel: 2722 4010

Spy Theatre

Shop 406-407, Rise Commercial
Centre, 5-11 Granville Circuit,
Tsim Sha Tsui

ok 2L 0 0 5- 11 0
M406-10748 00

Tel: 2366 5866

Books BIE

Comet Gay Gay

A 11/F, Gold Swan Commerical
Bldg, 438 Hennessy Road,
Causeway Bay

b BeLigehadt petiien ok B
DAIHAE

Tel: 2838 2913

Mackie Study

2A, 52 Yun Ping Road,
Causeway Bay

HEE R FES 2 RIMAT
Tel: 2808 0301

Le Male Gay

L
Room 1403, Metrpole Building, 57
Peking Road, Tsim Sha Tsui
RPELRBSTRABAE
1403%
Tel: 2368 8483

Kotetsu Book Shop Gay

UG/F, 76 Wellington Street,
Central
RIREE W 7O T & W

Tel: 2530 5938

Lot 10

34 Gough Street, NoHo, Central
AR BRI R 448
Tel: 2813 6812
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GIF, 32 Staunton Street, Central
iR+ A2
Tel: 2527 5223

Noho

24 Gough Street, NoHo, Cenlral
HIRE 24 IR M 12408
Tel: 2831 2572

Travel h&i#

Out Proud Vacations Gay

n

Unit B, 6/F, 1 Knutsford Terrace,
Tsim Sha Tsui

KR RA10MEHBE

Tel: 2369 8738

Grooming &

Ziz Skincare for Men

5/F, Hang Shun Building,

10-12 Wyndham Street, Central
PR HT10-1288 B IS A M5
Tel: 2111 2767



Cockloft, 52 Ma Tau Chung
Road, To Kwan Wan

Jubl L R S ERIES2 A MR
Tel: 2712 3166

Beaches it

Cheung Sha Beach &%
South Lantau Road, Lantau
Island

AL

Gold Coast &gt
Castle Peak Road, Tuen Mun
Lelnh giTEay-

Middie Bay i}
South Bay Road, Repulse Bay
kR

South Bay WM
South Bay Road, Repulse Bay
RS TR 1

JOCA coffee shop
3/F, 53 Percival Street,
Causeway Bay

pet- ey gtk 4
Tel: 2679 6350

3LauF

3/F, Po Ming Bldg, 2 Foo Ming
Street, Causeway Bay
N 2 W e
Tel: 2580 2311

Elemnets

14/F, Evernew House,

485 Lockhart Road,

Causeway Bay
RN AR5 M R K
1418

Tel: 2834 3408

T-Studio (Lesbian Shop)
Shop 28, 509 Jaffe Road,
Causeway Bay

RSN 500 28 IEEN
Tel: 9340 1629

Virus

6/F, Allways Centre, 468 Jaffe
Road, Causeway Bay
EERNIEEGE TP 0
Tel: 2804 7207

Group M

Amnesty International
BERRFEEREESE
www.amnesty.org.hk

E: admin-hk@amnesty.org

T: 2300 1250

AIDS Concern MEH
www.aidsconcemn.org.hk

E: enquire@aidsconcern.org.hk
T: 2898 4411

Chi Heng Foundation §{7
www.chihengfoundation.com

E: chihengfoundation@yahoo.
com

T: 2517 0564

Civil Rights for Sexual
Diversities -l W
www.crdsd.org

E: roddy@crdsd.org

T: 9094 4426

Freemen i §iR
freemen_1.tripod.com

E: hongkongfreemen@sinaman.
com

T: 9106 4983

f'union
hk.geocities.comffunionhk
E: funionhk@yahoo.com.hk

Hong Kong Blessed
Minority Christian
Fellowship BBz &
www.bmcf.org.hk
E:blessedminority@mail.
hongkong.com

T: 2834 6601

Horizons BFRH
hitp:ffwww.horizons.org.hk

E: horizons_tongzhi@mail.
hongkeng.com

T:2815 9268

Queer Sisters BEESE
www.gs.org.hk

E: gs@gs.org.hk

T: 2314 4348

Rainbow of Hong Kong
FEEA
hitp:/fwww.rainbowofhk.org

E: rainbowofhk@hotmail.com
T: 25731069

The Hong Kong 10% Club
Fita—w

E: hk10news@yahoogroups.
com.hk

St. John's Cathedral HIV
Education Centre
ENRERZ-RBNE
BB

www.sjhivctr.com

E: manager@sjhivetr.com

T: 2523 0531

The Satsanga
AERKEEY
www.satsanga.org

E: info@satsanga.org
T: 2314 1921

TEAM - Hong Kong
Transgender Equality
and Acceptance
Movement

www.leamhk.org

E: enquiry@teamhk_org

Women Coalition of
Hong Kong SAR
FExRAY

www.wehk.org

E: email@wchk.org

Zi Teng RWETEREE
www.ziteng.org.hk

E: ziteng@hkstar.com

T: 2332 7182

THATY PAN

_+ TANNING

- FOOT MEDICATION
(REFLEXOLOGY)
AROMATIC MASSAGE
+ MANICURE & PEDICURE

AROMATIC EAR CANDLE

FOR MEN ONLY www.thaipan.com.hk

OPEN DAILY Business Hour : 12:30pm-24:00pm (Closed on Sunday)

Tel: 2573 4365 (¥ —/bEFHi 49 Book | hour in advance)

9/F Henfa Ce fanchai, Hong Kong

4 Golden Butterfly

%ﬁ +xa:84 Aroma Massage

tAXERE

s 90mins
4= o

By Back Scrub
HK$368

R Business Hours: 1:00pm to 12:00am
TSR I269-273 B K715 (M ALATHE |-)
3/F, Kwong Wah Mansion, 269 -273 Hennessy Road, Wan Chai, HK
TR Tel: 2877 7232
#hk Website http://203.161.250.65/ads/Butterfly/Butterfly. html




